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Introduction
Our members and those who use our services frequently tell us how important independent living is to them and their families. Independent living is often misunderstood as being able to live separately and independently on one’s own. This is not what it means for our organisation, our members and the people we work with. What it means to them is having the ability to choose, to have choice and control, over the things that are important to them. It could simply be being able to decide when one got up in the morning or what one has for breakfast. Or it could be a wish to contribute to society through work or volunteering. 

Our members tell us that they are very concerned that independent living was admitted from the capital. They fear that we will return to the dark days when things were done on behalf of disabled people again, but not with their consent. it is feared by our members that the omission of Independent living from the Care Bill will result in a fundamental attack on choice and control for death disabled people.

The debate on Care Bill 2013 provides a huge opportunity to improve care so it will best support disabled people’s active contribution to society. 


Redbridge Disability Consortium and Centre for Independent and Inclusive Living Redbridge DDPO is asking you to support the amendments below in order to ensure that independent living for disabled people is at the heart of the Care Bill 2013.    
In many areas care and support is only provided at a very basic ‘clean and feed’ level, which leaves disabled people isolated within the four walls of their home, unable to contribute, participate or have any of the opportunities many other people take for granted

We have detailed a list of amendments bellows which our organisations: Redbridge Disability Consortium and Centre for Independent and Inclusive Living – Redbridge strongly believe will help make the Care Bill better for disabled people and help make ‘Independent Living’ a reality for disabled and older people. 

What is independent living and why we need this duty alongside a well-being duty
Independent living for disabled people means having the same opportunities, choices and rights as other citizens. It is about being able to get a job, build a career, have an education and take part in community and public life.  Independent living is about being able to choose when to go bed, when to get up, what to eat. It is about having the chance to be a parent and friend, have a family and social life. It is also about being able to live in your own home with people you choose to live with and being able to leave that home to get out and about - go shopping, go to see a film, meet up with friends. Independent living is about being able to contribute, participate and be included.

The current ‘well-being’ definition in the Care Bill 2013 does incorporate some aspects of independent living, but it leaves out vital independent living concepts of choice, access, inclusion, rights and equal participation. We need independent living and these concepts explicitly included in the Care Bill to ensure the full and equal participation of disabled people as much as the well-being of the individual.  Independent living works and has been directly responsible for the development of key social care policies including personalization and Direct Payments

Independent living is at the heart of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), which was ratified by the UK in 2009
. Choice is a key aspect of Article 19
 of the UNCRPD as it gives the State the responsibility to ensure that disabled people have ‘choices equal to others’ and to ensure that disabled people have a right to choose where and with whom they live. An explicit duty to promote independent living will ensure that the Care Bill 2013 reflects and expresses the UNCRPD. 
Independent living as a goal and a right is not just applicable to disabled people of working age but all care and support users.
Funding crisis

Funding for Care and Support is at crisis point.   Research by the London School of Economics for Scope revealed that there is £1.2 billion funding gap for social care support for disabled people under the age of 65
, also Age UK’s Care in Crisis 2012 report
 showed that there is a shortfall of £500 million a year just to maintain the inadequate levels of care and support for older people as provided when the Coalition government was elected. 

Local authorities in England have reduced adult social care budgets by £1.89 billion during the period from April 2011 to March 2013 - this is at a time when the numbers of older and disabled adults continues to grow at 3 per cent per year
. As a result social care/independent living support in many areas is at a minimal level so support is only provided to get up, dress, eat and go back to bed. This basic level of support isolates and excludes disabled people and prevents ‘inclusion in the community’, breaching Article 19 of the UN Convention.

The government has now set the national eligibility criteria at substantial
 needs under the Fair Access to Care Services (FACS).  As a result ‘105,000 disabled people are at risk of not getting the basic support they need to help them eat, get washed and leave their homes if Government sets eligibility at 'substantial needs'
.   

The under-funding of social care/independent living support does not make economic sense as without this support many disabled people will not be able to work, volunteer or live an active life and as a result are more likely to see their needs escalate and in turn call on expensive health services
. 

During the debates on the Care Bill 2013 in the House of Commons (insert DDPO name)  urge you to put forward the amendments below, which we are  recommending to ensure that ‘independent living’ becomes a reality for disabled people. All amendments are in bold.

1.
Clause 1. ‘Promoting individual well-being

 
All amendments are in bold.

1
Promoting individual well-being and independent living

(1) 
The general duty of a local authority, in exercising a function under this Part in the case of an individual, is to promote that individual’s well-being, independence and inclusion as equal and valued citizens and members of the community.

(a) That duties under independent living promote the wider definition of independent living as expressed in the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

(2) “Well-being”, and ‘independent living’‘ in relation to an individual, means that individual’s well-being and independence so far as relating to any of the following— 

(h) suitability and choice of living accommodation; 

We suggest several other amendments to Clause 1, which are in the document attached.

Independent living for disabled people

Independent living for disabled people is about having the same opportunities, choices and rights as other citizens. Independent living is being able to get a job, build a career, have an education and take part in community and public life.  It’s about choosing when to go bed, what to eat and having the chance to be a parent and friend, have a family and social life. It’s about being able to live in your own home with people you choose to live with and being able to leave that home to get out and about and take part in activities which non-disabled people take for granted.

Disabled people’s right to the wider definition of independent living is set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which the UK ratified in 2009. These rights need to be at the heart of the Care Bill 2013 to ensure independence for disabled people becomes a reality not just an aspiration.     

2. Amendment to insert a new clause on the Independent Living Fund 

Independent living will end for Independent Living Fund (ILF) users if the proposed closure of the Fund goes ahead in 2015. 

Therefore we ask you to propose a new clause on the ILF to ensure that: 
·  Local authorities have a duty to provide equivalent support as provided by the Independent Living Fund (ILF) that ensures independent living in the community on an on-going basis. 
 

· The government sets up an Independent living task force, co-produced with ILF users, to review independent living and specifically the ILF in order to identify how best to improve, develop and extend independent living support building on the successful model of ILF provision. 

3. Amendments to ensure independent advocacy

We believe that is it is crucial that independent advocacy is provided right through the process of obtaining and maintaining a disabled persons care and support.

Independent advocacy will enable disabled people to participate in the assessment and review process but also enable disabled people to give direct feedback about the quality of services, which will help prevent ongoing abuse of disabled people in the future.  

Therefore we as you to propose amendments to three clauses, (see wording in bold) firstly to:   

Clause 5.  Promoting diversity and quality in provision of services

(2) In performing that duty, a local authority must have regard to the following 
matters in particular— 

(c)
the need to offer and provide an independent advocate to enable service user feedback to improve the quality of services   

Clause 9.  Assessment of adults need for care and support
  

 (5) A local authority, in carrying out a needs assessment, has— 

 (d) 
A duty to offer and provide an independent advocate to the adult to enable full participation in all needs assessments and reviews  

Clause 42.
 Enquiry by local authority
    

(2)   The local authority must- 

(a)
Offer and provide an independent advocate to an adult who is experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect to enable them to give evidence and participate fully in the enquiry.

4. Amendment to Clause 13. The eligibility criteria
 

The government has announced that the national eligibility threshold is to be set at ‘Substantial’. This means support will only be provided at a very late stage when disabled people’s health, wellbeing and independence has deteriorated badly. 

Therefore we ask you to propose the following amendment:
· The eligibility threshold for care is set at a ‘moderate’ level to ensure that disabled people are able to receive the support needed to maintain and sustain health, wellbeing and independence.

5.   Amendment to Continuity of care and support when an adult moves Clause 37.  Notification, assessment, etc

Disabled people should have the same freedom to move home as non-disabled people i.e. without the fear that their care package will be removed or reduced. 

Therefore we ask you to propose an amendment to:

 Clause 37.  Notification, assessment, etc

(a) The new care package provided by the second authority must be equivalent to the existing care package, provided by the first authority.   
 
Together these amendments will help make the Care Bill better for disabled people and help make ‘Independent Living’ a reality for disabled and older people. 

About Us 

Redbridge Disability Consortium
www. redbridgedisabilityconsortium.org

Our work is driven by the goal of a society in which disabled people are treated with dignity, fairness, respect and understanding. 

We are passionate about developing high quality, accessible services for disabled groups, working in partnership to influence policy and outcomes affecting disabled groups; and challenging the stigma and discrimination that disabled people encounter in their day-to-day lives 

Redbridge Concern for Mental Health
www.rcmh.org.uk 
Redbridge Concern for Mental Health - established over 15 years ago – is a service user led organisation based in the London Borough of Redbridge dedicated to promoting, improving and protecting the mental health and emotional wellbeing of the wider community. 

We offer high quality services to local residents seeking mental health support. We also provide information and signposting as well as challenging the stigma and discrimination that people experience in their everyday lives. 
Redbridge Forum 
www.redbridgeforum.co.uk 
Our aim is to help improve the quality of life for people with a learning disability and their carers, including those on the autistic spectrum. A lot of our work at present is based around children’s services and we run 4 projects Fun 4 All, Bright Ideas, TrueColours and Childrens Advocacy. We also support people with a learning disability to speak up for themselves and we also engage with local carers to find out what they think about services in Redbridge 
Centre for Independent and Inclusive Living –Redbridge
www.redbridgeciil.org 
We are run and controlled by local people and we are passionate about promoting independence, inclusive living and a meaningful and credible voice for everyone who uses services in Redbridge.
Registered Charity No. 1065770�Company Limited by Guarantee No. 3115971
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�� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259�    


�   See relevant part of ‘Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community’ below:


‘States Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community, including by ensuring that:


 a)	Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;’.





Please see Article 19 in full in Appendix 2





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.scope.org.uk/news/other-care-crisis" �http://www.scope.org.uk/news/other-care-crisis� 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ageuk.org.uk/latest-news/archive/500m-funding-gap-for-older-peoples-social-care-revealed/" �http://www.ageuk.org.uk/latest-news/archive/500m-funding-gap-for-older-peoples-social-care-revealed/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.adass.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=813:a" �http://www.adass.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=813:a� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Integrated-care-Social-care/lamb-sets-national-eligibility-criteria-for-social-care" �http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Integrated-care-Social-care/lamb-sets-national-eligibility-criteria-for-social-care� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/news/archives/2013/01/socialCareCrisisReport.aspx" �http://www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/news/archives/2013/01/socialCareCrisisReport.aspx� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bps.org.uk/news/unemployment-can-lead-depression" �http://www.bps.org.uk/news/unemployment-can-lead-depression� 


� HYPERLINK "http://campaigntoendloneliness.org/toolkit/wp-content/uploads/Evidence-on-mortality-and-morbidity1.pdf" �http://campaigntoendloneliness.org/toolkit/wp-content/uploads/Evidence-on-mortality-and-morbidity1.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1-pb1-l1g1" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1-pb1-l1g1�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1-pb1-l1g5" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1-pb1-l1g5�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1- pb3-l1g9" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_2.htm#pt1- pb3-l1g9�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_5.htm#pt1-pb11-l1g42" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_5.htm#pt1-pb11-l1g42�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_3.htm#pt1-pb3-l1g13" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_3.htm#pt1-pb3-l1g13� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_5.htm#pt1-pb9-l1g37" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/cbill_2013-20140123_en_5.htm#pt1-pb9-l1g37�








